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Germany‘s forest and timber industry

- in Central Europe
- in the center of the forest crisis

Carsten Doehring, Deutsche Säge- und Holzindustrie
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Agenda

▪ Introduction:
▪ Germany’s forest and timber industry
▪ DeSH

▪ Climate change is happening now - challenges for the sector

▪ Future prospects: balancing act between increased use of 
timber and other forest functions
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Number of companies Turnover in million €

Enterprises in sawmilling and planing industry, total 2087 companies, total 6464 million € turnover (2015)

Up to 9 employees: 
1474 cos. 

Up to 49 employees: 
503 cos. 

Up to 249 employees: 
76 cos. 

more than 249 empl.: 
34 companies

Up to 9 empl.: 419 million € 

more than 249 empl.: 
3388 million € Up to 49 employees: 

1247 million €

Up to 249 employees: 
1408 million €
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The DeSH …

▪ Members: 370 companies with 13.500 
employees, representing 80% of the German 
total sawmill production

▪ 85% of the members produce softwood.

▪ Further processing (share of DeSH members 
of total German production):

▪ Pellets 33%

▪ KVH 57%

▪ BSH (glulam) 21%

▪ Electricity 84% (solid biomass)

Quellen: DeStatis, DEPV, DBFZ, Holzkurier sowie eigene Erhebungen
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Agenda

▪ Introduction:
▪ Germany’s forest and timber industry
▪ DeSH

▪ Climate change is happening now - challenges for the sector

▪ Future prospects: balancing act between increased use of 
timber and nature reserves
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Bildquellen: Nissar / Waldwissen.net
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Annual cut caused by calamities

Average cut
Total cut
Cut caused by calamities



Virkesforum 2019 – Skogs Industrierna

20.100.000 / 15.400.000

12.200.000 / -

3.800.000 / 
25.000.000

4.300.000 / 4.000.000

2.300.000 / -
13.000.000 / -

1.600.000 / 
400.000

- / ?

- / ?

500.000 / 
2.500.000
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Calamities and total 
annual cut
in Central Europe

Mengen in Mio. fm
Sturm 2017-2018 / Käfer
2018

Total 2017/2018:
▪ Windfelling 57.800.000 fm
▪ Bark beetle 47.300.000 fm
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Sawlog prices
Germany spruce B-quality vs. global conifer sawlog price
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Sector as a victim of climate change

▪ Draught vs. extreme rain
▪ Storms
▪ Increasing temperature drives reproduction of bark beetles
▪ New pests as a danger
▪ Replanting urgently needed.
▪ Selection of climate proof species
▪ How much will the annual cut drop?
▪ …

Sector as a chance against climate change

▪ Use more wood to store more CO2 - in building, in packaging, in energy generation, in bioeconomy
▪ Or stop logging?
▪ Plant more forests to improve the hydrological balance.
▪ Forests can reduce wind forces.
▪ LULUCF and other European initiatives
▪ NGOs show institutional inertia.
▪ Advocacy needed
▪ ..
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Take aways
▪ Serious forest crisis in the center of Europe affects all timber producing countries in Europe.

▪ Crisis will continue.

▪ National politics are not able to tackle this crisis, more cooperation needed.

▪ Forest and timber receive more media coverage than ever, both opportunity and risk.
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ANHANG
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Ausfuhr Top 10 und Länder außerhalb Europas mit Mehrexport 2019 „PlusLänder“
incl. UK
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